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APPLYING FOR THE GCI  PROOF-OF-CONCEPT FUND
WHAT IS IT?
The GCI Proof of Funding (POC) scheme is to support researchers within the medtech field who are employed by the
University of Melbourne across different faculties to translate their research into viable commercialisation projects or
start-ups. It is intended to help cover the gap between intellectual property disclosures and spin-out or licensing, where
there is a compelling case for enhancing the commercial potential of a foreseeable product or service. The GCI POC
Fund can also be utilised to secure matching funds against appropriate grant funding schemes. 

I ’M ELIGIBLE!  WHAT’S NEXT?
Enqui r ies  and EOIs  to  be sent  to  GCI  Centre
Manager  at  nguyen.m@unimelb.edu.au.

Open for  appl icat ions f rom Tuesday 23 Apr i l
unt i l  5pm,  Monday 20 May 2024 .

For  more informat ion and to  apply ,  p lease refer  to :
ht tps ://c lark inst i tute.unimelb.edu.au/research-support -
in i t iat ives/gci -proof -of -concept - funding-scheme 

HOW DOES IT  HELP EARLY-STAGE
DEVELOPMENT?
The fund a ims to  br idge the gap between the
ident i f icat ion of  new inte l lectual  property  in
fundamental  research ,  and demonstrat ing i t ’s
potent ia l  to  external  par tners.

Successful  appl icants  may use the addi t ional  funds to :
Prototype development  and/or  va l idat ion
Technology scale -up and/or  va l idat ion studies
In  v ivo  proof -of -concept  studies  in  re levant
disease models  for  therapeut ic  opportuni t ies
Software  coding and documentat ion to  enable  f ie ld
t r ia ls  or  a lpha/beta  test ing
External  adv ice  on customer  and market  analys is ,
business p lanning ,  technical  and/or  compet i t ive
analys is  to  support  the  commercia l  potent ia l  of  the
opportuni ty
Labour :  contract  staff  employed for  a  speci f ic
purpose

WHAT KINDS OF PROJECTS ARE WE LOOKING
FOR?

The GCI  Proof  of  Concept  Fund is  designed for
medtech projects  f rom any d isc ip l ine  that :

Aim to  develop a  novel  product  or  serv ice  ( for
prof i t  or  socia l  venture)
Are  based on under ly ing research
Are unable  to  access other  sources of  funding ,  and
When proof  of  concept  development  is  the  next
logical  s tep

AM I  ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

To be e l ig ib le  for  funding you wi l l  need to  be:
Employed by  the  Univers i ty ,  and undertak ing
research where  the  Univers i ty  has at  least  50%
ownership  in  the  inte l lectual  property  ( IP)  be ing
developed
Your  pro ject  is  medtech re levant
Have d isc losed,  or  be  ready to  d isc lose ,  the  IP  to
the Univers i ty
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